NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST  PHASE
than we display in going to the opera. They are also braver than we are. I think one can say that in courage they are to us what we are to the Russians, what the Russians are to the Germans, what the Germans are to the Italians/' And then he proceeds : " Had I had an English army I should have conquered the universe, for I could have gone all over the world without demoralizing my troops. Had I been, in 1815, the choice of the English, as I was of the French, I might have lost the battle of Waterloo without losing a vote in the Legislature or a soldier from my ranks. I should have won the game." Has there been, considering the speaker and the circumstances, more signal praise of our national character? On two other occasions, when on the throne, he had, in confidential talk, paid rare compliments to Britain. To Auguste de Stael, who had declared that he could not serve under the French Government, for it had persecuted his mother, Napoleon said, "Then you must go to England, for after all there are only two nations, France and England; the rest are nothing/' Still more remarkable was his language to Foy. In the midst of the Peninsular War Foy came to Paris and had two or three interviews with the Emperor. One day Napoleon said to him abruptly: "Tell me, are my soldiers fighting well?" "What do you mean, Sire? Of course . . ." " Yes, yes, I know. But are they afraid of the English soldiers?" "Sire, they respect them, but do not fear them." "Well, you 'see, the English have always beaten them: Cressy, Agincourt, Maryborough." " But, Sire, the battle of Fontenoy." " Ah! the battle of Fontenoy. That is a day that made the monarchy live forty years longer than it would otherwise." --. 194scarcely necessary tonta-
